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had taught him to be, a simple-minded monk, whose elevation
to the most exalted of human dignities awoke in him not
pride, but a resolute sense of sacrificial duty. Such men in
high office are very futile or very strong. Eugenius was
strong. He allowed himself uncommon freedom in retracting
the decrees of his predecessors, and he had the courage to
make an adamant stand against the heresy hunting of St.
Bernard at the trial of Gilbert Poree at Rheims. He laboured
always under the disadvantage of physical infirmity, and this,
suggested John, bred in him a certain suspiciousness of tem-
perament. But he judged men wisely, and pursued his ends,
even as against the united voices of his counsellors, with
uncommon pertinacity. No Pope laboured more incessantly
than he to remove the stain of rapacity from his Curia, but
his councillors and servants were too much for him.
Of Adrian IV John spoke still more directly, and the
impression is the same.
Adrian asked his friend what men said of him and of the
Roman Church of which he was the head; and John freely
told him how he had heard it complained that the mother of
all Churches was rather a stepmother than a true mother, that
there sat in it Scribes and Pharisees who bound on others'
shoulders grievous burdens which they would not touch
themselves with one of their fingers, lords over the clergy
rather than patterns to their flock.. .. The Roman Pontiffs
themselves, it was said, were unbearably oppressive; they went
clad in purple and gold, neglecting the Churches and altars
which their predecessors' devotion had founded, in order to
build new palaces for themselves.
"This, father, is what the people say, since you wish me
to repeat their opinion____"
But on the present occasion Adrian only laughed, bade John
always tell him as freely as now what people were saying of
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